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COURTNEYôS CORNER  

Both organizations are independent; each enjoys 501(c)3 status; 
each has its own Board comprised of dedicated volunteers and 
officers, its own legal structure and finances.  Both are passion-
ately committed to ensuring that the community has the best pos-
sible library services.  

Indeed, one of the problems we encounter is that people some-
times find the Friends and the Library indistinguishable.  After 
all, both entities engage in fundraising, offer programs and urge 
the public to advocate on behalf of libraries. So what are the dif-
ferences between the two? Since we work together so closely, it 
is not always easy to spot them. 

The goal of the Friends is to enhance library services to the com-
munity: its members are interested residents who contribute to 
the Library in very special ways. First, they volunteer their time 
to the Friends, working on everything from newsletters to main-
taining the book rack at the Larchmont train station. Membership 
dues are used for the modest expenses of the organization 
(largely printing and mailing costs) and to provide items for the 
Library that are not in the Libraryôs own budget. The Friends 
never fund items that are, or should be, part of the regular oper-
ating costs of the Library. It is the responsibility of the Libraryôs 
Board of Trustees, which has legal and fiduciary responsibility 
under State Law, to ensure that there is money to keep the lights 
on, pay salaries, buy books and otherwise operate in accordance 
with public expectations and state regulations. The majority of 
the Libraryôs funds come from local taxes. 

When there are items that are not in the Libraryôs budget, or the 
Library identifies new services of interest, the Library calls upon 
the Friends. The Friends have funded numerous pilot projects 
whose success subsequently made them part of the Libraryôs 
operating budget: Sunday service; DVDs; Express Books; and 
wireless connectivity for the public, to name a few.  The Library 
also turns to the Friends when a major new reference set is pub-
lished, or for furniture to spiff up the Library. In addition, and 
perhaps most visibly, the Friends have had a long established 
tradition of providing Sunday afternoon (and other) programs, 
and funding the blockbuster programs for children that the Li-
brary would not otherwise be able to offer. 

Continued on page 2 

Symbiosis is defined as the intimate 

living together of two organisms of 

different species for mutual or one-

sided benefit. One classic example 

is the clownfish and the sea anem-

one. I suggest another:  the Friends 

of the Larchmont Public Library 

and the Library itself. 

IF YOU WANT TO KNOW LARCHMONTé 

If you want to know Larchmont, look to its Library. Open seven 

days a week, it is, almost invariably, a beehive of activity. Chil-

dren, women and men ð increasingly, men ð of all ages explore 

its resources, research and write papers, use its wi-fi capabilities, 

search out information with the Libraryôs computers, read newspa-

pers and magazines, hunt for jobs and check out books, CDs, 

DVDs, and audio-tapes. 

This year, usage has been up while the space available has been 

down. Next year, with the completion of construction of the Chil-

drenôs Room, the level of childrenôs programming will increase, 

adults will reclaim the Reading Room, and the Friends will have an 

improved space at the Library for our Sunday afternoon and week-

day morning programs. 

You, the Friends of the Larchmont Public Library, can take pride in 

all of this. During the worst period of economic contraction since 

the Great Depression, you have maintained our membership at 98% 

of last yearôs level. Despite an understandable drop in the level of 

contributions from our record high a year ago, we have been able to 

complete our two-year $75,000 gift to the Childrenôs Room Recon-

struction Fund, sponsor a dozen cultural programs, assist in the 

purchase of DVDs and magazine subscriptions, and expand our 

communications. 

In an effort to improve our services, we have amended the By-

Laws to create the new position of Vice-President for Communica-

tions, to which Jeri Finard and Sheri Devereux have been elected 

by the membership of the Friends. 

Continuing as officers will be David Willey as Treasurer, Jaclyn 

Paré and Elinor Berlin as Vice-Presidents for Programs and Mem-

bership, respectively, and Harriet Kline as Secretary. Teddi Becker, 

now joined by Fred Baron, will continue to edit the Newsletter. I 

am personally indebted to all of them, and to the members of the 

Board, especially Past-President Elinor Fredston for chairing the 

Nominating Committee, Gerald Kolbert for managing our data 

base, Hayden Smith and Sue Hertz for again running the magazine 

subscriptions campaign, Jane Axelrod for her stewardship of the 

annual Read-In, and Michele Steichen for managing our lending 

library at the Larchmont train station. 

Most promising of all, we have a new President, David Kettig, who 

brings new energy and vision to the job. 

                                                           Stan Futterman 
                                                           Immediate Past-President 



 

 

COURTNEYôS CORNER (continued) 

Your membership in the Friends, then, is a way of showing your 

community that you care about and support the Library. Like any 

volunteer organization, the Friends are always looking for help.  

It can be as simple as hosting at a program, or as labor-intensive 

as chairing the membership committee.  For the time-challenged, 

just writing a dues check signals your interest. Whatever you 

choose to do, weðthe Library and the Friendsðthank you. 

READ-IN: A BESTSELLER!  

Once again a good time was had by all when the Friends spon-

sored the annual Read-In on April 18.  Authors Jeff Wanshel, 

Renee Leopold and Todd Strasser, State Senator Suzi Oppen-

heimer, State Assemblyman George Latimer and many other 

wonderful, famous and not-as-famous folk shared their favorites 

with the attentive crowd.  This event was coordinated by Friends 

member Jane Axelrod. 

 

SUMMER AT THE LIBRARY  

For Kids : 

As the schools prepare for summer vacation, the Library is 

gearing up for a summer of merriment.  This year's Summer 

Reading Game theme is Get Creative @ Your Library, 

and the fun begins Thursday, June 25 with the 2009 Button 

Bonanza craft and reading game registration.  We will offer 

prizes for the amount of books read by and to children, as 

well as continuing our traditional weekly prize raffle. 

You can also expect that our very creative Childrenôs Librar-

ian, Rebecca Eller, will present her imaginative programs in 

ñcreativeò locations on the Library grounds, due to the ongo-

ing Children's Room renovation.  Program highlights include 

gymnastics lessons from the staff of the soon-to-open My 

Gym, face painting, and an outdoor (hopefully!) perform-

ance by Graham Clarke. To learn about Dinosaur Day, the 

Geronimo Stilton Party, and more, visit the website, 

www.larchmontlibrary.org  

At The Oresman Gallery: 

June 

Images of Europe and Beyond 

 oil paintings by Darcy Lynn  

&  

Photography from Abroad 

by Lloyd Campbell 

 

 July & August 

Contemporary Nature and Moments in Time 

watercolors & drawings by Clovia Ng 

&  

Makeshift Paradise 

abstract oil paintings 

by Alexander Girshin 
  

Art reception for Ms. Ng 

& Mr. Girshin  

Saturday, July 11, 2009 

3-4:30 pm 

 Collectorsô Showcase: 

June 

Trude Mueller Piccardi  

Larchmont Artist  

Sculptures & Ceramics 

  

Guilty Conscience Book Discussion: 
Meets the first Thursday of each month at 7 pm. 

Stop by to borrow the current book for discussion. 

NEW BOARD MEMBER JOINS OUR GROUP 
 

ELLEN ZUCKERT is a freelance reporter who currently covers 

legal issues for Bloomberg News. A lawyer by training, she has 

also written for the Westchester and business sections of The New 

York Times. She has lived in Larchmont with her husband and two 

children for 17 years. She has volunteered with the Larchmont-

Mamaroneck Hunger Task Force and the Pelham Picture House. 

  

HELP! HELP!  

The Friends want to redesign and update its website. Are there 

people in our community with web site design skills who would be 

willing to volunteer their expertise and time to make this happen? 

We certainly hope so! If this request has your name on it, please e-

mail Friends President David Kettig at DKettig@sslicny.com  

 

http://www.larchmontlibrary.org/


 

 

Films are a part of our culture and our life. However, here in West-

chester, there are many films that are considered ñtoo artsy,ò ñtoo 

intellectualò or too ñspecial,ò and thus they are rarely screened or, 

if they are shown, they play for a short time in a relatively distant 

theatre.  Fortunately, the Larchmont Public Library knows that our 

sophisticated public wants to see these films, so it makes particular 

efforts to offer them on DVD.  This column looks at a highly sub-

jective sampling of foreign films, old and new, that you can borrow 

from the Library.  (If youôre one of the people who think subtitles 

are hard to read, give them another try. Todayôs technology makes 

them far easier on the eyes than in days of yore!) 

The Bandôs Visit (2008) This debut film is about the comedy and 

tragedy of  things that separate people: politics, borders, languages 

and loneliness. An Egyptian police band ï the Alexandria Ceremo-

nial Police Orchestra, attired in robinôs egg blue uniforms, arrives 

in Israel for a concert to celebrate the opening of an Arab cultural 

center. Instead of going to the town where the ceremony is to take 

place, the band is mistakenly directed to another town with a simi-

lar name, this one deadly dull and in the desert. After the band 

members recover from the realization that they cannot leave this 

town in ñenemy territoryò until the following day, their leader 

makes arrangements with the townôs residents who offer food, 

lodging, conversation, engagement and companionship. How the 

band members affect the lives of at least three of the townôs resi-

dents and learn about the similarities among the people who have 

come together is the filmôs focus. In English, Hebrew and Arabic 

 I Served the King of England (2007) An old man, recently re-

leased from a Communist prison after serving a 15-year term, is 

living in an abandoned German town on the Czech border. Remi-

niscing on his earlier life, the acrobatic and Chaplinesque Jan Dite 

(his name means John Child -- and he is a ñman childò) is essen-

tially clueless about what caused his incarceration. The story takes 

place during and after World War II. Dite is a plucky naïf, who had 

dreams of glory and colossal ambitions. He wanted desperately to 

be a rich man and to associate with millionaires. During the War, 

Janôs social climbing leads him to involvement with a Hitler-

supporting knockout of a woman who becomes his wife ï but only 

after she had been assured by an expert that Janôs roots were Ar-

yan.  His life choices are uninformed and appalling. His unwitting 

collaboration with the Nazis lands him in jail: finally, he is living 

with the millionaires. Czech filmmaker Jiri Menzel tweaks the es-

sential character of his homeland and the nature of the human con-

dition through the escapades of John Dite ïwaiter, hotelier and 

Everyman. In Czech 

Lives of Others (2007) Set in the last days of the East German re-

gime, this film follows the transformation of a dedicated Staasi 

(State Police) official once he takes on the surveillance of East Ger-

manyôs most prestigious playwright and his actress girlfriend. 

When he learns that his superior has an ulterior motive in spying on 

the playwright, the Staasi officerôs illusions are shattered and his 

sympathies shift.  This work won the Oscar for best foreign film. 

Ulrich Mühe, who played the Staasi officer, won a number of best 

actor awards for this film, his last major performance. In German 

Mostly Martha (2002) Set in Hamburg, Germany, this romantic 

comedy is the appealing story of Martha, a 30-something brilliant, 

dedicated chef with not much of a life outside of the fabulous and 

fancy modern restaurant kitchen in which she works. But suddenly, 

Martha finds herself responsible for Lina, her eight-year-old niece, 

when Marthaôs sister dies in an automobile accident. Marthaôs life 

is turned topsy-turvy as she tries to care for the girl ï and cook for 

her, until her father can be found. Her absences from work because 

of child care matters force the owner to hire a second chef ï an 

easy-going, fun-loving, fish-cooking Italian named Mario. He not 

only charms the kitchen staff, but Lina as well, with his pastas and 

humor. The trio forms a tenuous relationship that is challenged by 

the arrival of Linaôs father. Itôs not hard to guess what happens in 

this voyage of self-discovery, but getting there is worth the price of 

admission -- and the calories.  In German 

Panôs Labyrinth (2006) This film about a little girlôs dream world 

is a political fable in the guise of a fairy tale, set during Spainôs 

worst era of fascism. Impressive visually, but somewhat disturbing, 

this blend of horror and surrealism has been described as a 

ñbrilliant work of the imagination.ò The film unwinds in flashback, 

switching back and forth between the girlôs fantasy world, entered 

through a well-like labyrinth in a garden and populated by magical 

creatures, and the reality of 1944 Spain. The world of fairies allows 

the young girl to escape from the oppression of her daily existence, 

dominated by her step-father, an officer in Francoôs army. Not 

overly concerned with moral subtlety, the film leaves no doubt 

about who the villains are in this fantastical tale. In Spanish 

Seducing Doctor Lewis (2005) For eight years the locals of a Ca-

nadian fishing village have waited in line for weekly welfare 

checks, remembering the times when the fish catch was good. A 

food processor might build a desperately needed factory but only if 

the town can guarantee a full-time resident physician. After a 

young doctor in Montreal has an unfortunate encounter with a traf-

fic cop, he finds himself on a boat to the village. In order to con-

vince Dr. Lewis to stay, the town resorts to a hilarious series of 

seductive subterfuge. In French and English 

Spring Summer Fall Winteréand Spring (2003) A monastery 

floats on a remote Korean lake. It is home to an old monk who is 

mentoring a young boy. Told in five chapters, or vignettes, corre-

sponding to the seasons in the title yet spread over some years, 

lessons are slowly learned. In the first spring the monk begins men-

toring the boy. In summer, a young woman, ill with an undefined 

illness, arrives. Actions occur in fall that change things forever. 

Winter brings a disaster. The second spring brings rebirth. While 

each section tells a story of its own, the overall plot focuses on cy-

clical renewal: five seasons encompass the rhythms of the life cycle 

and the scope of human experience. The end of this film is as much 

that as another beginning. In Korean  

Story of the Weeping Camel (2005) A rare white calf is born to a 

camel in the Gobi Desert, but despite the best efforts of its nomad 

owners, the mother camel rejects the calf.  In desperation, the fam-

ily sends its two young boys on a journey to a far-off village to 

fetch a musician capable of performing a magical ceremony. This 

is a foreign film for the whole family. In Mongolian/Chinese 

                                                  Continued on page 4  

FOREIGN FLICK PICKS  



 

 

FOREIGN FLICKS (continued) 

Turtles Can Fly (2004) Set in a small village and a refugee camp 

on the border of Iraq and Turkey, the film takes place in the days 

leading up to the second Gulf War in early 2003. This is a world 

populated with maimed kids whose lives are empty of hope, and 

yet they still pursue the universal childish interests of play and 

friendship. Adults are incidental to the story; rather, it is a movie 

about children who are forced to act like adults. Satellite, a boy so 

nicknamed because of his obsession with technology, is the leader 

of the refugee campôs orphaned children who work with him re-

moving and selling land mines to arms dealers and merchants in 

order to feed themselves.  Satelliteôs involvement with three new-

comers to this group is the focus of the plot. The first film to be 

made in Iraq after the fall of Saddam Hussein, it is humane, funny, 

and visually beautiful, but it never denies the ugliness of its sur-

roundings or how despairing life can become. In Persian 

Ushpizin (2004) Although this folk tale of ñmiraclesò takes place 

in modern-day Jerusalem, it could be set in any century in which a 

poor and childless young couple struggles to prepare for a religious 

holiday without the wherewithal to do it. In this event, through an 

anonymous gift of cash, the ultra-Orthodox couple is able to buy 

the supplies necessary to observe Sukkoth ð a week-long harvest 

holiday during  which people build and live in sheds or booths in 

order to commemorate the temporary dwellings of the Israelites 

during their 40-year exodus. As the holy week begins, the couple  

receives a pair of ñushpizinò (strangers or holy guests), who by 

custom must be wined, dined and sheltered. Unfortunately, the two 

are prison escapees who at first seem amiable but soon become 

threatening.  In Hebrew 

Wedding in Galilee (1985) This Israeli film with an Arab perspec-

tive tells the tale of an elder of a Palestinian village under Israeli 

military rule who wants to hold a traditional wedding for his son 

that will, however, violate curfew. The Army commander agrees 

on the condition that he and his officers be invited as guests of 

honor.  In Hebrew 

                                    Teddi Becker and Diane Courtney 

GET GOING: TRAVEL ASSISTANCE 

AVAILABLE !  

Fodorôs, Frommerôs, Insiderôs Guide, Letôs Go, Lonely Planet, 

Rough Guides, Expedia, Travelocity, Orbitz, travel books, and 

travel websites. Your travel adventures (whether real or imaginary) 

begin here -- at the Library. Besides the many travel guides the 

Library owns ï and a good way to find them when searching the 

catalog is to name your place and add the words ñand guidebooksò 

-- there are travel tales, DVDs, and audiobooks.   

 

 A few books of interest are Peter Greenbergôs The Complete 

Travel Detective Bible filled with all kinds of tidbits of information 

from important travel facts to travel by lifestyle, purpose or activ-

ity. For something different try The 100 Best Worldwide Vacations 

to Enrich Your Life by Pam Grout. She notes a variety of choices 

that would allow you to be creative, inquisitive, or adventurous on 

your next vacation. 

 

Travel into the Reference Room to access the Internet and check 

out travel search engine websites www.kayak.com and 

www.mobissimo.com. Unlike Expedia, Travelocity or Orbitz, these 

sites search other travel sites to find the best prices for travel and 

lodging. You then make your purchase from that website. Would 

you like someone to keep track of airline or hotel prices and email 

you when the prices drop? Yapta ñYour Amazing Personal Travel 

Assistantò www.yapta.com will do just that. Once you sign up and 

find preferred flights or hotels, Yapta will email you when the 

prices drop. Wondering if that resort, vacation spot or restaurant is 

worth a visit? Find out what others have to say at 

www.tripadvisor.com. And while you are in the Library, pick up 

our handout on travel websites, where you will find guidebooks, 

discount sites, adventure and family travel sites listed. 

  

Before you go, learn some of the language by using our audio col-

lection. From European languages to Russian, Chinese and Japa-

nese, we have audio kits which can include tapes, CDs, or DVDs 

and booklets. 

 

Now, if armchair travel is more your speed, the PBS series of 

DVDs titled Visions of France, Visions of Italy and Visions of 

Greece are sure to satisfy. With many aerial shots, these DVDs 

offer breathtaking country views. More armchair travel is available 

through our audiobooks on CD. Listen to Michael Palin read his 

journey Himalaya as he travels through ancient cities and high 

peaks. In A Year in the World, Frances Mayes shares her travels 

through Europe, North Africa, Turkey and Greece. Closer to home, 

Bill Bryson entertainingly tackles the Appalachian Trail in his A 

Walk in the Woods. 

 

Hereôs to On the Road Again! 

June Hesler 

Assistant Library Director             

Ponder thiséé  

 

"Outside of a dog, a book is a man's best 

friend. Inside of a dog, it is too dark to 

read." 

 

 Groucho Marx  



 

 

SCIENCE FICTION? BLEECH! GNOWR! ZAP!  

 
Nowhere does the old saw, "Don't judge a book by its cover" apply 

more than to Science Fiction. For some reason, the genre's publishers 

feel compelled to wrap their offerings in lurid, irrelevant covers that 

rival the cheapest bodice ripper. The shame of it is, Science Fiction is 

a genre of ideas and of big imagination, not one that leaves little to 

the imagination. This may partly account for the unreasoning bias 

many readers hold against the genre. Once something is labeled as 

Sci-Fi, these readers won't touch it, although they will happily read 

Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale, or Cormac McCarthy's 

The Road, or almost anything by Kurt Vonnegut, and not blink an 

eye. Would Stephenie Meyer's The Host have spent 26 weeks on the 

New York Times Bestseller List if it had had the typical, badly-

drawn Sci-Fi cover? I doubt it would have spent that much time there 

if it had even been called Science Fiction. The book is about aliens 

taking over human  bodies, for crying out loud. 

 

Let's take Charles Stross as another example. Paul Krugman (yes, 

that Paul Krugman, the columnist and Nobel laureate) said Stross's 

Merchant Princes series is "first and foremost, great fun." But Krug-

man sees more in it. "What makes Strossôs version different from 

everyone elseôs is that heôs noticed something: the fantasy thought 

experiment, in which someone brings modern science and technol-

ogy to a backward society isnôt a fantasy. It is, instead, something 

thatôs been tried all across the very real Third World, as businessmen 

and aid workers fanned out across nations in which the typical per-

son, two generations ago, lived no better than a medieval peasant. 

And you know what? Modernization turns out to be pretty hard to 

do." So not only are these books fun, they tell us about the world we 

live in. 
 

But the covers, the covers are horrible. The Merchant Princes' art-

work is so bad that until I read Krugman on Stross, I couldn't bring 

myself to read the series even though I liked Stross's other books. 

Saturn's Children, Stross's current Hugo Award nominee, features a 

purple-haired pinup on the cover who is so absurdly pneumatic that 

when my wife saw it she blurted, "Goodness, what are you reading?" 

My mumbled explanations that the book explores a solar system 

where humans have died off and all that is left are the descendants of 

the robots who used to serve them, did not do much to reassure her -- 

nor did my earnest and accurate protestations that the book had inter-

esting things to say about loyalty, despair and evolution. 

 

Charles Stross isn't the only author to suffer for his art. (I singled him 

out because his blog had a charmingly rueful explanation of why 

authors have no control over their covers along with side-by-side 

comparisons of the British and American covers of Saturn's Chil-

dren.) Just go to the Science Fiction section in the mezzanine and 

look at the books. Have a good snicker. Then read one of the books 

despite its cover. 

 

A hot topic right now is The Singularity. This concept  suggests that 

within 30 years, technology will become so advanced that our soci-

ety, if it still exists, will be unrecognizable. The seminal piece  

on this is not Sci-Fi at all, but rather a 1993 article by computer sci-

entist and Sci-Fi author Vernor Vinge. Google "vinge singular-

ity" (without the quotes) and you can read it. Saturn's Children is one 

extreme, but another less unfamiliar future is explored by Vinge him-

self in Rainbow's End. If you want a little mythology thrown in with 

your Singularity, try Dan Simmons' Ilium.  

 

If you ever wondered what the world would be like if the Ottoman 

Empire had never fallen, try John Grimwood Courtenay's Pashazade. 

What if electricity disappeared? Dies the Fire, by S.M. Stirling gives 

one such scenario. Life as the only wizard detective in Chicago can 

be hard, to which Jim Butcher's Dresden Files novel attests.  
 

And what's a wizard doing in Science Fiction anyway? Isn't that 

magic, not Science? There are three things to say to that. First, the 

line between fantasy and Science is blurring into a generalized "S.F." 

-- Speculative Fiction. Second, don't forget the late Arthur C. 

Clarke's famous aphorism, "Any sufficiently advanced technology is 

indistinguishable from magic." Finally we should listen to Vladimir 

Nabokov who said, "But I wouldn't care to categorize writers, the 

only category being originality and talent. After all, if we start stick-

ing group labels, we'll have to put The Tempest in the S.F. category, 

and of course thousands of other valuable works."  

                                               

                                                                    Liam Hegarty 

                                                                    Reference Librarian 

Miriam Curnin, Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Larchmont 

Public Library,  accepts $25,000 check from Friendsô President Stan-

Futterman.  Also pictured are President-Elect David Kettig, Past 

President Ellie Fredston, and Membership Chair Ellie Berlin.  The 

gift is the second the Friends have made to the Childrenôs Room 

Renovation Fund, bringing the total gift to $75,000. 


